
 

 

 
 
 
July 26, 2019 
 
The Honorable Richard Neal   The Honorable Kevin Brady 
Chairman, Committee on Ways & Means Ranking Member, Committee on Ways & Means 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
1102 Longworth House Office Building  1139 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515   Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Chuck Grassley   The Honorable Ron Wyden 
Chairman, Committee on Finance  Ranking Member, Committee on Finance 
U.S. Senate     U.S. Senate 
219 Dirksen Senate Office Building  221 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510   Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Chairmen Neal and Grassley, and Ranking Members Brady and Wyden: 
 
As a coalition of the nation’s largest labor unions and environmental organizations, we are jointly 
committed to addressing our urgent climate and environmental challenges in ways that are centered in 
uplifting American workers and communities and protecting and rebuilding good jobs across America. 
Extending tax credits that help spur and sustain American leadership in clean and efficient energy, protect 
workers, and create good jobs are critical to achieving these goals. 
 
Over the past two years, many important clean energy and technology tax credits have expired or become 
outdated. At a time when nations world wide are rushing to capture the economic benefits of innovating, 
manufacturing and deploying a new generation of advanced, clean and efficient energy systems, 
infrastructure and vehicles, America cannot afford to fall behind. Congress has the opportunity now to 
extend and update these credits to ensure that we are both reducing pollution, boosting American jobs and 
manufacturing, and strengthening our communities.  
 
These actions should be tied to efforts to ensure that American leadership in clean energy technology 
drives domestic manufacturing and the creation and maintenance of good American jobs. We want to 
ensure that all workers and communities share the benefit of the coming transformation in clean energy 
technology. 
 
We ask Congress to prioritize these critical measures in any tax-related package: 
 
Clean Transportation: 
The United States automotive industry has the potential to lead the world in clean technology 
manufacturing. Investments in advanced technologies are critical to retaining and growing the next 
generation of American manufacturing and jobs in the automotive sector, and achieving deep cuts to U.S. 



 

carbon pollution. We urge congress to extend tax credits for electric vehicles and for alternative vehicle 
fueling infrastructure.  

• We urge Congress to extend Sec. 30B for alternative motor vehicles, Sec. 30C for alternative fuel 
vehicle refueling property, and extend the Sec. 30D for qualified plug-in electric motor vehicles 
for consumers. 

 
Grid Modernization: 
Because some renewable energy technologies have variable outputs, storage technologies have great 
potential for smoothing out the electricity supply from these sources and ensuring that the supply of 
generation matches the demand. For this reason, we ask that an individual investment tax credit (ITC) 
should be extended for energy storage, and energy storage should be considered an eligible technology for 
the Sec. 48 and Sec. 25D 30% ITCs.   

• We ask that Congress extend an ITC for energy storage and amend Sec. 48(a)(3) and Sec. 25D to 
include energy storage equipment that receives, stores, and delivers energy using new and 
existing technology. 

 
Clean Energy: 
To encourage the use and development of clean energies, we ask Congress to update Sec. 48 to clarify the 
differences between onshore and offshore wind, and to extend a stand-alone ITC for offshore wind. We 
also ask for an extensions of sections 45 and 48(a)(5) for energy produced from certain renewable 
resources.     

• We urge Congress to modify Sec. 48 for qualifying advanced energy projects to note the 
variances between onshore and offshore wind; extend an ITC for offshore wind; and extend 45 
and 48(a)(5) for energy produced from renewable resources including closed-loop biomass, small 
irrigation power, geothermal facilities, municipal solid waste, marine/ hydrokinetic and certain 
hydro power facilities.  

• We also urge Congress to extend and modify the Wind Production Tax Credit (PTC) and the 
Solar Investment Tax Credit (ITC), to allow for transferability between the two credits. We urge 
Congress to seek out lasting solutions to incentivize clean energy investment, production, and 
deployment in the United States. 
 

Energy Efficiency:  
Increasing energy efficiency in new and existing buildings will not only help to curb climate change, but 
also to rebuild and modernize American communities. Congress should extend and update the efficiency 
tax credits and update them to reflect current pricing and regulation. 

• We encourage Congress to extend the 25C incentive for homeowner efficiency improvements to 
modify to include a whole-building-based credit for energy savings of at least 20 percent on a 
sliding scale. 

• We encourage Congress to extend Sec. 179D for energy efficient retrofitting of commercial and 
multifamily buildings; 

• We encourage Congress to modify and extend Sec. 45L for energy efficient new homes.  
 
 
 



 

Advanced Energy Manufacturing: 
The 48C Advanced Energy Manufacturing Tax Credit program—originally funded at $2.3 billion—
leveraged billions in private investments to establish, expand or retool a wide range of clean energy 
manufacturing facilities. Thousands of new U.S. manufacturing jobs were created, generating economic 
growth for communities across the country. We urge Congress to reauthorize this successful program so 
we can continue to build a strong domestic clean energy supply chain. 

• We ask Congress to reauthorize the 48C Advanced Energy Manufacturing credit and allocate an 
addition $5 billion to extend the program. 
 

Worker Health and Well-Being:  
The excise tax which supports the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund -- a modest fee on every ton of coal 
sold domestically -- lapsed last December due to Congressional inaction to extend the fee. This has put 
the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund in danger of insolvency. We urge a long-term extension of this tax 
rate to protect the solvency of the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund and ensure that coal companies pay 
their fair share to provide benefits to miners. 

• We urge Congress to extend for ten years the historic excise tax rate that supports the Black Lung 
Disability Trust Fund. 

 
We ask Congress to consider requiring strong procurement policies that ensure the use of domestic, clean, 
and safe materials made by law-abiding corporations throughout the supply chain for all purchases made 
with public funds provided by tax incentives. In addition, Congress should consider requiring mandatory 
labor standards for employers accepting clean energy tax incentives – including prevailing wages, safety 
and health protections, project labor agreements, community benefit agreements, local hire, and other 
provisions and practices that prioritize improving training, working conditions, and project benefits.  
 
On June 25, the BlueGreen Alliance released a platform to create good paying jobs for workers around 
the U.S., while fighting economic inequality, and addressing the climate crisis. With the right policies and 
investments, we can achieve these goals. We urge you to expand and update these energy tax credits as 
outlined above to help grow clean energy, reduce emissions, and support and protect our nation’s 
workforce. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mike Williams 
Interim Co-Executive Director 
BlueGreen Alliance 
 
 


