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Chairman Neal and Ranking Member Brady, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony 
on the Committee’s legislative agenda for the 116th Congress. 
  
As the leaders of the Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition (SEEC), we write to urge 
you to prioritize the passage of critical clean energy tax policies this year in must-pass 
legislation, such as the tax extenders package. The public has made clear that climate change 
must be a priority, and the IPCC has made clear that we have precious little time left to act on 
this global crisis. For these reasons, we cannot afford to miss opportunities to pass vital climate 
policies this year. Furthermore, clean energy tax policies are supported by a broad coalition of 
industries and grassroots environmental organizations, in addition to having bipartisan support. 
  
Specifically, we encourage the inclusion of the below policies in any tax extenders package. 
  
Storage: Make energy storage eligible as a stand-alone technology for the ITC and provide it 
with an ITC extension. The ITC and the production tax credit (PTC) have been instrumental in 
lowering the costs of deploying solar and wind energy, respectively. In the same way, clarifying 
the ITC to more explicitly include energy storage technologies will be essential to driving down 
the costs of emerging storage technologies while simultaneously creating demand in new 
markets. By allowing grid operators the flexibility to store clean energy and dispatch it when it is 
needed, energy storage provides an essential service that will be necessary to grow the 
percentage of our energy demand that can be met with clean energy resources.  
  
Zero Emission Vehicles: Extend the tax credit for plug-in and fuel-cell electric vehicles (EV tax 
credit) by increasing the cap for this tax credit. The Driving America Forward Act (H.R. 2256), 
offers a possible solution for increasing the cap. The transportation sector is now the largest 
source of greenhouse gas pollution in the United States. Enacting tax policies that will help 
accelerate the transition to zero-emission vehicles is essential to addressing the climate crisis.  
  
Investment Tax Credit (ITC): Provide an extension of the ITC for all qualified technologies 
(such as solar) at the current 30 percent rate. This tax incentive has helped spur the growth of 
renewable energy generation across the country. Its extension is important for continuing that 
growth in the face of Trump Administration efforts to roll back the Clean Power Plan and 
withdraw us from the Paris Climate Agreement. We also encourage you to give additional 
attention to the needs of offshore wind development. Because of the complex nature of siting 
projects in the undersea environment and the necessity to engage a variety of stakeholders in a 
mixed-use ocean area, offshore wind projects can take considerably longer to develop than their 
onshore wind counterparts. For this reason, we need to extend the efficacy of the offshore wind 
incentives with these challenges in mind to be sure that this industry develops to scale. 
  
Along with this testimony, we are submitting for the record a letter sent to Ways and Means 
Committee leadership signed by all members of SEEC leadership, a majority of the SEEC 
caucus, and more than one hundred members of Congress in total. This letter calls on the Ways 
and Means Committee to prioritize clean-energy policies in any upcoming legislation and 
includes additional specific clean energy policy suggestions for your consideration. 
  



Thank you for work and attention on this critically important issue. We look forward to working 
with you to advance these shared priorities. 
  
Signed, 
  
Co-Chair Rep. Gerald E. Connolly 

Co-Chair Rep. Paul Tonko 

Co-Chair Rep. Doris Matsui 

Vice Chair Rep. Chellie Pingree 

Vice Chair Rep. Mike Quigley 

Vice Chair Rep. Matt Cartwright 

Vice Chair Rep. Alan Lowenthal 

Vice Chair Rep. A. Donald McEachin 


