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Joint Comment on EV Tax Credit 

House Ways & Means Committee 

Member Day Hearing 
June 4, 2019 

 

Chairman Neal and Ranking Member Brady, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony 

on the Committee’s legislative agenda for the 116th Congress. 

  

Through its jurisdiction over taxation, the House Ways and Means Committee can directly 

address the climate crisis by accelerating deployment of clean transportation and energy 

technologies that will help the United States decarbonize the economy and meet its climate 

change goals and commitments. Numerous clean energy tax credits for energy efficiency, 

renewable energy, and clean vehicle technology have been expired since 2017 and several others 

are outdated and must be updated. 

  

As supporters of the Driving America Forward Act (H.R. 2256), we ask that the Committee 

extend the tax credit for plug-in and fuel-cell electric vehicles (EV tax credit) by increasing the 

cap for this tax credit in any tax extenders bill or alternative package that will become law this 

year. This bill has broad support from over 60 organizations from automotive manufacturers and 

suppliers to consumer, labor and environmental groups. 

  

The EV tax credit delivers numerous environmental and economic benefits. It reduces harmful 

air pollution from the transportation sector, which improves public health and addresses issues of 

environmental justice. It helps American businesses, as domestic automakers are the only 

companies who have hit the tax credit’s cap. It supports tens of thousands of high-skilled, high-

wage advanced manufacturing jobs across the country that help keep the United States at the 

forefront of an increasingly competitive global auto industry. The tax credit helps reduce our 

nation’s dependence on oil, which strengthens our national security. It benefits consumers by 

helping manufacturers scale up production to make EVs more affordable, offering more choice at 

car lots and delivering significant savings on fuel and maintenance costs over the lifetime of the 

vehicle. 

  

Most importantly, the EV tax credit is a climate solution that Congress can implement 

immediately. The transportation sector is now the largest source of harmful greenhouse gas 

emissions in the United States. To seriously confront the climate crisis, we must urgently enact 

policies that will accelerate the transition to zero-emission vehicles, like plug-in electric and fuel-

cell cars. 

  

The negative impacts of climate change are being felt across the nation. They are disrupting 

people’s lives, causing economic harm and increasing financial burdens on the federal 

government.  

  

Last month the House of Representatives passed H.R. 9, the Climate Action Now Act, to require 

the Trump Administration to remain in the Paris Climate Agreement and to develop a serious 

plan to ensure the United States will meet its commitment to reduce carbon pollution. We were 
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proud to vote for this bill along, with every Democrat on this Committee, and heartened to see it 

pass with a bipartisan majority in the House. 

  

H.R. 9 and the Paris Agreement are global in their scope, but each nation needs to be doing their 

part to fight climate change. In the United States, Congress can and must act immediately, and 

many of its strongest tools falling under the jurisdiction of this Committee. Congress truly can 

act on climate now, and it can start by extending the EV tax credit, along with meaningful 

updates to various other clean energy technologies. 

  

Thank you for considering our request. 
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